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While developing strategies for increa-
sing the agricultural productivity, scientists
have to reckon with problems associated with
.weed management. Research on biological

control of weeds during the past has brought

‘out encouraging results and the World
Catalogues on Biological Control of Weeds
published from time to time has highlighted
this fact. Considering the 729 releases so far

~of exotic invertebrates for the biological con-
trol of weeds all over the world as docu-
mented by the last two editions as well as this
third edition, one should be convinced of the

- scope of biological control of weeds.

This third edition of the catalogue in-
.cludes information on 130 new releases of
“exotic natural enemies during the five years
- since the second edition. This indicates that
“the field of biological control of weeds will
“continue to grow and will provide the answer
for the evergrowing environmental problems
associated with the use of chemical
weedicides. However, biological control of
weeds has not been given proper attention
when compared to what is given for
-biocontrol of plant pests. Despite the need
and clear benefit, many countries are finding

it difficult to provide funds for this important
field of research. This is evident from the

relatively small number of publications on
biocontrol of weeds in the recent past. It can
be figured out from this catalogue that there
has been only about 150 publications from the
139 research organisations all over the world
during the last five years.

This invaluable document providing in-
formation on the exotic biocontrol agents and
highlighting the status and degree of control

~will no doubt kindle the interest of funding

agencies favourably towards biocontrol of
weeds. As rightly pointed out by J.M.Cullen

“of CSIRO Division of Entomology, Australia

in his foreword, this catalogue will remain the
best resource base and starting point for

" much of the research required. M.H.Julien

has done a good-joB editing this useful
catalogue. The value of this wonderful

* catalogue can be enhanced further by provid-
- ing separate indices to serial numbersof pub- -

lications on headings like, successful cases of
biocontrol, failures, cases of damage to non-
target flora, natural enemies of biocontrol
agents etc. ‘
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