
We Hear From
R e a d e rs  are  in v it e d  to e x p re s s  th e ir  v ie w s  n o t 
o n l y  o n  m a tte rs  p u b lis h e d  in  th is  m e d iu m  b u t 
a lso  o n  th e ir  in d e p e n d e n t  th o u g h ts  p u b lis h e d  in  
o th e r s c ie n c e -re la te d  top ics. D o  n o t a l lo w  y o u r  
id e a s to d ie  a w a y. W h a t  a p p e a rs  to b e  n a iv e  o r  
b iz a r r e  to y o u  m a y  ig n ite  oth e rs' t h o u g h t  p ro c e ss 
a n d  b e c o m e  u s e fu l.
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A German Rail Failed
O n  M o n d a y  17 Jan th is  y e a r  a r a i lw a y  p a sse n g e r 
w a g o n  w it h  D ie s e l- D r iv e  r e m a in e d  stu c k  n e a r 
R o s e n h e im  in  B a va ria  a n d  w a s w a it in g  fo r  a start h e lp  
b y  a n o th e r diesel lo c o m o t iv e  (S iid d e u ts c h e  Z e itu n g  
a n d  M iin c h n e r  M e rk u r, 21/22 F e b  2014). Im p a tie n t 
o f  w a it in g  th e  p a ssen g ers p u s h e d  th e  w a g o n  a n d  the 
d r iv e r  c o u ld  start a n d  c o u ld  call in  th e  n e x t sta tio n . It 
is a u n iq u e  in c id e n c e  in  th e  h is t o r y  o f  G e r m a n  R ails. 
S in ce th e  p r iv a t iz a t io n  o f  th e  ra ils  in  G e r m a n y  series o f  
m is h a p s  a n d  fa ilu res are b e in g  re c o rd e d . It is n o t o n ly  
s h a m e fu l; it a lso d is c re d its  G e r m a n y ,  a lm o s t  a n u m b e r  
o n e  c o u n t r y  in  the w o r ld  in  s u s ta in e d  te c h n o lo g ic a l 
p e rfo rm a n c e . M a n y  c itize n s  th e re fo re  w is h  th a t th e  rail 
s h o u ld  c o m e  b a c k  to th e  p e o p le .

P eop les ra il m a y  also b e  a s o u rc e  to  im p r o v e  the 
G o v e r n m e n t a l  tre a su ry. B e in g  p r iv a te  it w i l l  fee d  the

fe w  r ic h  in v e s to rs  w h o  b e c o m e  m u lt i  m illio n a ire s  
w h ile  m il l io n s  o f  th e  p e o p le  faces d ire  p o v e rt y .  C a n  the 
e c o n o m is ts  f in d  a balance?

In  U S A  r a ilw a y s  are n o t  p u b lic  p ro p e rty .  T h e y  r u n  
p r iv a t e ly  a n d  are g e n e ra lly  in  a v e r y  b a d  shape. D u r in g  
th e  K a t r r in  c ris is  in  L o u is ia n a  th e  tra n s p o rt  e x p e rts  
d e p lo re d  th e  a b sen ce o f  ra i lw a y  t ra n s p o rt  v e r y  m u c h , 
b ecause w it h  tra in s  th e  c it y  c o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  e va c u a te d  
p r o p e r ly  a n d  th e  c a ta stro p h e  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a v o id e d .

T h e  e x p e rts  o f  U S A  c o m m e n t e d  at th at t im e  that 
th e  ra ilw a y s  re q u ire  h ig h  in v e s tm e n t, w h a t  o n l y  a 
g o v e r n m e n t a l  s u p p o rt  m a y  k e e p  u p  w ith . T h i s  is again 
a gre a t p o in t  a g a in st p r iv a t iz a t io n  o f  su c h  b a sic n a tio n a l 
a m e n itie s .
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Why Mobile Phone is dangerous for health
C e ll  p h o n e s  s e n d  sign a ls to  n e a r b y  to w e rs  v ia  ra d io  
f re q u e n c y  w a ve s, a fo r m  o f  e n e r g y  s im ila r  to F M  ra d io  
w a ve s a n d  m ic ro w a v e s . B u t th e  ra d ia tio n  p ro d u c e d  
b y  c e llp h o n e s  c a n n o t d ir e c t ly  d a m a g e  D N A  a n d  
d iffe rs  fr o m  s tro n g e r ty p e s  o f  ra d ia tio n  lik e  X - r a y s  o r  
u ltra v io le t  lig h t, c e llp h o n e  u sers are c o n s id e r in g  w h a t 
t h e y  can d o  to  p ro te c t th e m s e lv e s  - b u t e x p e rts  se e m  to 
be d o w n p la y in g  the risk.

Y o u r  m o b ile  p h o n e  is a r a d io  tra n s m itte r  a n d  rec eiver. 
It is d e s ig n e d  a n d  m a n u fa c tu re d  n o t  to e xc e e d  
th e  lim its  fo r  e x p o s u re  to ra d io  fr e q u e n c y  (R F )

e n e r g y  d e f in e d  b y  th e  in te rn a tio n a l sta n d a rd s. T h e  
e x p o s u re  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  fo r  m o b ile  p h o n e s  use a 
m e a s u re m e n t u n it  k n o w n  as th e  S p e c ific  A b s o r p t io n  
R ate ( S A R ) . T h e s e  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  h a ve  b e e n  
e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  In t e rn a tio n a l C o m m is s io n  o n  N o n -  
Io n iz in g  R a d ia t io n  P ro te c tio n  ( I C N I R P )  a n d , the 
In s titu te  o f  E le c tric a l a n d  E le c tro n ic s  E n g in e e r s  ( I E E E )  
th a t foreca st a s u b sta n tia l sa fe ty  m a r g in  fo r  a s s u rin g  the 
p ro te c tio n  o f  all p e rs o n s , re g a rd le ss o f  age a n d  hea lth . 

T h e  S A R  l im it  re c o m m e n d e d  b y  th e  I C N I R P  fo r  th e  
m o b ile  p h o n e s  u s e d  b y  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic  is 2.0W /


