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All the aspects which trouble India’s 

Body Politic are symptoms of one disease.  

It’s cause is the miscarriage of Dharma. When 

individuals act in violation of Dharma, it 

harms the moral order of the world and it 

rebounds on them.  It is Adharma that is the 

root cause of all troubles of a person’s mind or 

body. So also is the case with the Body 

Politic.  

For example, when caste was made 

hereditary and exclusive, it weakened the 

country’s strength.  We are still suffering 

from its ill-effects.

When rituals are mistaken for the 

essentials, Religion goes berserk. Whenever 

truth is twisted for the sake of expediency, it 

becomes a glaring Adharma! Ever so many 

examples can be given, for Dharma is a 

dynamic concept. Such practices have no 

religious sanction.  Dharma is not a matter of 

religion alone. Nor is it confined to the East.  

When respected western banks passed off 

‘toxic debts’ to other investors as attractive 

investments, they were indulging in Adharma 

– leading to eventual downfall!

No wonder it is said that ‘if you uphold 
Dharma, it will save you’.  This is why Rajaji 
suggested a Dharmic World Order where 
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international trade is based not on ‘beggar my 
neighbour’,  but mutual enrichment.  In fact 
the basic impulse of Adam Smith in writing 
Wealth of Nations, was ‘ethical and moral’.  
The Corn Laws in the England of his day was 
unethical because it made rich land owners 
prosper at the cost of the poor people.  Adam 
Smith wanted it to be repealed.  Eventually it 
was done. His book helped to change public 
opinion.  We can hope that in future, some 
such work can alter public opinion in such a 
way that reforms will be made to rid us of the 
plagues of corruption that afflict our Polity.

In the western world, there is a thirst for 
spirituality and ethics.  They look to the East 
for information.  Our ancient culture and 
civilization has many things to teach.  But 
first of all we in India should learn and attract 
some of these to our own society.  The 
existing cancer of corruption that pervades 
every part of the social body, can be 
eradicated by a spirit of Dharma.  Our 
commercial civilization can provide a better 
life to large numbers of people.  But this 
requires a dharmic economic order. In the 
new century, India can be the leader if 
Dharma becomes part of the social system.
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This is an intensive era of Human Rights. 
Human Rights are in global gaze and are in 
active attention of the international institutions 
on Human Rights including the United Nations. 
There has been thrust and emphasis for 
better protection of Human Rights, their 
promotion and prevention of violation of 
Human Rights. But till recently sufficient 
attention was not given or little attention was 
given to the status and rights of victims of 
Human Rights violation.

The concept of victim dates back to ancient 
cultures and civilization. Broadly, today the 
concept of victim includes any person who 
experiences some kind of injury, loss or 
hardship due to any cause. The word ‘victim’ is 
generally used without attaching to any specific 
situation like cancer victims, holocaust victims, 
accident victims, etc. Here our focus is on the 
‘role of human right organizations/institutions 
in protection of victims of Human Rights 
violations’ in relation to crime.

The term “crime victim” generally refers to 
any person or entity who has suffered injury or 
loss due to illegal activity. Such loss or harm 
can be physical, psychological or economical. 
Because of the fear, some times crime-related 
victims are reluctant to report crimes to police 
or they are terrified to testify in support of their 
complaint even if made. This position creates 
difficulty for the criminal justice system to 
accomplish its purpose. There is need for 
effective partnership and co-operation among 
criminal justice system, victim assistance 
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personnel and trained mental health 
professionals who can help victims with crime-
related stress. Such collective and cooperative 
effort, in my view, helps  criminal justice 
system to become more effective and 
meaningful in curbing and minimizing crimes. 
The effective participation of victims at all 
stages of investigation, prosecution and trial 
will be of great assistance to the administration 
of justice in criminal justice system. It is 
needless to state that appropriate necessary 
protection has to be provided to the victims and 
witnesses so that they can be fearless. Victims, 
as a matter of right, should be entitled to what is 
stated above in relation to their participation 
and protection. Help, support and other 
remedial measures to the victims may be, 
broadly speaking, of two kinds – one is 
compensatory and the other is rehabilitation to 
restore the dignity of the victim in the society. 
This view is supported by the United Nations 
Declaration of “Basic Principles of Justice for 
Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power.”

On 29th November 1985, the United 
Nations General Assembly in its Plenary 
Session adopted a Declaration of “Basic 
Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and 
Abuse of Power”. This Declaration is of global 
importance and of great contribution for the 
rights of victims. This declaration contains 
some suggestions relating to the problems of 
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