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Conference Report 

53'̂  Meeting of Nobel Prize Winners 
in Lindau 18th Meeting of Laureates in 

Physiology or Medicine 
30 June to 4 July 2003. 

T his year tweKe Nobel 
laureates attended the 
conteience m Lindau A 

I ecoi d number of about 'i SO stu
dents and 1 eseai ch woi kers from 
36 countiies came to make this 
}ears meeting a tiuly interna-
tionaj gathenng For the fust 
time students fiom Chile (7), 
Pakistan (8) and Ukraine came 
20 students weie sponsored by 
the Ministry of Science and 
Technology India Various orga
nizations like Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation, 

D A A D , US Depaitment of 
Energy sent a number of partici
pants In addition, about 250 
piofessois and assistants from 
Geiman universities, govein-
ment officials and digmtaiies 
members of the press came to 
the opening ceremony 

rheie were 12 lectures by 
Nobel laui eates on two days and 
two Round Table Discussions on 
Future in Medicine and From 
Basic Discovery to Clinical 
Practice on two other days 
Nobel laureates sat on the po
dium of the Round Table and 
discussed questions from the 

chaii as well as from the floor 
On two afteinoons the laui eates 
met exclusively students with 
admission cards tor informal 
discussions The excitement of 
young scientists of talking di-
lectly to the Nobel laui eates and 
discussing their problems, can 
be well imagined In the plenary 
lectures, following tradition, the 
laureates themselves chose the 
topics of their talks As always, 
each of these lectuies was a veri
table gem of scientific commu
nication, starting with an intio-
duction they weie packed with 
uptodate and advanced intorma-
tion illustrated by slides and vid
eos It was a delight to listen di-
lectly to the cieatois ot modern 
science Alter the lecture ses
sions members of the press 
could ask the speakers question 
about their talks or related mat
ters The daily programme, 
which proceeded with clock like 
precision, is given below 

Monday, 30 June 

Round Table Discussion Future 
in Medicine 

Gunter Bobbel, Leon Cooper, 
Edmond Fisher Robert Flubei 
Erwin Nehci, Chnstiane 
Nusslein-Vollhaidt, Hamilton 
Smith 

Tuesday, 1 July 

Edmond Fisher (1992) Seattle/ 
USA How Proteins Communi
cate with One Another to Inte
grate Intracellulai Signals 

Erwin Nehei (1991) Gottingen/ 
Germany Messenger Cascades 
m Neurotiansmittei Release 

Leon Cooper (Physics 1972) 
Piovidence/USA Towards a 
Cellular and Moleculai basis tor 
Memorv Theoiy and Expen-
ment 

Chnstiane Nusslem-Vollhardt 
(1995) Tubingen/Germany Ot 
Genes and Embryos 

Gunter BobbeI(l999) New 
Yoik/USA PiotemTraflic 

Robert Huber (Chemistry 1988) 
Martinsried/ Germany Pio-
teases and their Regulahon Con
cepts foi Therapeutic Interven
tion 
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Wednesday, 2 July 

Round Table Discussion From Basic Djscoveiy 
to Clinical Practice 

Werner Arber, Rudolph Maicus, Bert Sakmann, 
Toi ston WieseL Hamilton Smith 

Werner Arber (1978) Basel/Switzerland Insight 
mto Molecular Evolution — Practical and Philo
sophical Cosequences 
Rudolph Marcus (Chemistry 1992) Pasadena/ 
USA Eleci ron Tiansfer Reactions in Chemistiy 
and Biology 

Sitting :(froni lef() Edmond Fishei (USA), Chiistian Nuesslein-Vollhaidt (Germany), Gunter 
Bobbel (USA), Weintr Aiber (Switzerland), Hamillon Smith (USA) 
Standing : (from left) Ervs'inNeher (Germany), ToistonWiesel (USA), Grifin Sonia (Geimany), 
Leon Neal Coopei (USA) 

by counesy oj Regine Lah/iie, Press Seuelary, LinJaii Nobel Laureates Conference 

riuiisday, July 3 

Bert Sakmann (1991) Heidelberg/Geimany Coi-
lical Microcii cults and Cortical Plasticit> 

Hamilton Smith (1978) Jleisterstown/USA De-
llning Minimal Life 

Hartmut Michel (Chemistry 1988) Fiankfurt/Gei-
many Membrane Pi oteins as Taiget Stiucturein 
Amiculture and Medicine 

Toisten Wiesel (1981) New Yoik/USA Do We 
Learn to Sec^ 1 he Role of Nature and Nurluie 

The Round Table Discussions weie chaiied by 
Piofessois I ud\wg E Femendegen, Lindau and 
Hans Join\,!l], Sten Lindahl, Sten Oirenius (all 
from Stockholm) 
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President APJ Abdul Kalam met the Indian participants 
after their return from Germany on July, 2003 

As one can see from the programme, the lectuies 
and lound table discussions covered a wide range 
of modern biology and medicme mcludmg Hu
man Genome Proteomics Neuioscience Diug 
Design etc In addition to these topics the audi
ence and the press raised questions on 

bioethics, 
need for paying attention to the problems of poor 
countries, such as malaria, rather than focussing 
on raie diseases in the west, 
safety of genetically modified food, 
immediate benefits of basic research to the man 
m the stieet, etc 

\s on othei occasions there weie inteiesting so
cial activities this time too a dinnei and dance part> 
on the opening da}, a conceit on Wednesday 
evening a boat trip to the island ot Mamau on the 
last day Ms Regme Lahme the Pi ess Officei, 
organised a nice evening party m an Italian les-
tauiant toi all the journalists Vvho had come to 
Lindau 

As already mentioned in our report on the 51 ' 
Meeting (Ind Sci Cr July 2001), since the birth 
of the Foundation I indau Nobel Piize-winners 
Meetings at Lake Constance, the financial problem 
oi holding the annual meetings m Lindau in the 
future seems to have eased The Foundation is now 
supported by 70 Nobel lauieates It is now 
becoming increasingly clear that the mam goal of 
the Lindau meetings should be an mte^-action 
between the laureates and promising young 
scientists rathei than providing a platfoim foi 
discussion among Nobel laureates themselves At 
the closing ceiemony it was announced tne next 
meeting the 18'h Meeting for Piize Wiineis in 
Physics will be held from 28 June to 2 July 2004 
The web site for infoimation on Lindau meetings 
IS www.lindau-iiobel.de. 

Dr. Saurabh Sajiatani, 
Vienna, 

6th Jul} 2003 

http://www.lindau-iiobel.de

